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We’re continuing our Lent series this week. As you know, Lent is a time when we turn from evil and turn to God in order to prepare ourselves for the Easter resurrection. Lent, especially, is a time when we’re willing to deal with difficult realities in our own lives because we know that the light and the hope of Easter is coming.  
Today, we’re going to talk about how to respond to evil. Some of us would like to pretend that evil doesn’t exist because it’s a bummer. We want to feel happy all the time, and thinking about evil doesn’t make us happy, so we avoid it, and in so doing, we allow evil to win over us. What if we looked at evil differently, not as something we should be bummed out about, but as something that we can battle and overcome? What if we realized that we can have joy even while we oppose evil? We can have happiness because we have the hope and the joy of Easter. That’s how we’re going to approach evil today.
First, here are some things that I think are evil. Earlier this month, when we were buried in snow, I was driving on interstate 71, and a friend of mine, who just moved to San Diego, sent me this picture on my phone. 
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That is evil. How could he do that?
Here’s another photo. 
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Would you agree that a lot of evil happens when people are behind the wheel? When a tiny Mazda can’t fit into an extra-wide parking space, that is an evil parking job.  You can barely fit two people in this car, and he couldn’t fit the car into an extra wide parking space- evil. 
Then finally, this is a picture of my wife, Hannah, and me.
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Last Sunday night at Financial Peace University, we cut up our credit cards. We decided that our credit cards are evil, so we cut them up. Notice how I’m smiling, and Hannah looks sad. I was the one who put debt on credit cards, so that’s why I’m so happy.
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Wouldn’t it be great if beach photos and credit cards and bad parking jobs were the only evil we faced in life?
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Our text is very simple. It comes from the Lord’s Prayer, in Matthew 6:13, and it reads, “Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from the evil one.” Last month, I spoke about the first half of that verse, and today we’re going to talk about the second half. When we say the Lord’s Prayer, we just pray “deliver us from evil”, but the best translation is “deliver us from the evil one”, and that is referring to a being Christians would call Satan or the devil. That’s one of the two questions I have about this text.
1. First, George Barna is a Christian pollster, and he conducted a poll recently and found that only 35% of self-professed Christians believe in a literal Satan, or devil. The majority believe that Satan is a metaphor for evil. So, my question is, “What does the New Testament teach about the devil?” and how should that effect our view of evil.
2. The other question I have is the bigger question, “How do we deal with the suffering that is caused by evil, and how do we confront and overcome evil in world?” A lot of people ask why God would allow evil to happen, and brilliant people have been writing about that for centuries. But, if you stop and think about it, even if we had an answer, would that really help us deal with evil? We would know why, but that wouldn’t tell us what to do now. I think the more important question is “What do we do about evil? How do we deal with it?” We know that evil is a reality and that bad things happen, so how do we deal with it? How do we deal with suffering in our own lives that is caused by evil, and how do we confront evil in Columbus and in our world our world, like injustice and racism, and poverty and violence and overcome it? That’s where we’re headed today.
So, a few quick facts about the New Testament view of evil. 
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The New Testament has a broad definition of evil. Evil is any thought, behavior, or event (anything) that is less than good. If it’s not good, then it’s evil.
There are two categories of evil that sum up all evil that could ever happen. The first is Moral evil.
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Moral evil includes any evil that is caused by human sin. This includes individual sins like pride and lust, and greed, etc., and it also includes societal or systemic evil like racism, injustice, war, and extreme poverty.
The second kind of evil is what could be called Misfortune.
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Misfortune could be a natural disaster, sliding on ice and having a car accident, or being struck with a disease like cancer. These are painful things that happen, not because someone made an immoral decision, but because disasters and accidents happen in our world, and our bodies develop diseases. Hurricane Katrina, and the earthquake in Haiti and Chile, and the flooding in Iowa that a mission team is going to help clean up are all examples of misfortune. 
In the Lord’s Prayer, Jesus teaches us that we are in a battle against evil, and the stakes are high. What makes evil evil is that it causes horrible suffering to people and to the rest of creation. We can’t shy away from it, or pretend it doesn’t exist. We have to overcome it. When Jesus teaches us to pray, “Deliver us from evil”, he isn’t praying for God just to help us escape or live in denial. He’s praying, “God, help us to win the battle against evil. Help us to overcome evil.”
Jesus and the writers of the New Testament believed that evil comes from two sources. 
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When I was in college, I worked as a tutor for a class called History and Faith of the Biblical Communities. Based on the title, would you be interested in taking that class? We didn’t have a choice because it was the dreaded required Bible class that all students in my college had to take in order to graduate. So, I had a lot of distraught students coming to the study sessions. The class was hard because there is a lot of history behind the Bible that most people don’t hear about in church. 
An example of that is what happened about 160 years before Jesus was born. I want to set the stage for that by asking you, when was the last time that you were shocked by evil? Maybe it was evil that you heard about on the news, or maybe it was evil that was committed against you or against people you love, and you thought, “How could people do something so evil?”

There is a being who appears a few times in the Old Testament called The Sah-TAHN. Sah-TAHN is a Hebrew word meaning adversary or accuser, and until about 200-150 BC, this being was viewed as a kind of prosecuting attorney in God’s heavenly court but not as much of a threat.
The faith of this time taught God ruled over a heavenly council of sorts, and that the Satan was a member of that court. So, in the book of Job, we read that the Sah-THAN made the accusation that Job was faithful to God only because God has blessed him so much.

About 160 years before Jesus was born, his people, the Jewish people, were feeling this same way. They experienced horrible evil.  From 175- 164 BC, the ruler over the empire that included what is now Israel was a king by the name of Antioches IV, but he changed his name. You could say that he had a bit of an ego, because he changed his name to Antiochus Epiphanes, which means “God manifest”. His people thought otherwise, and they called him Antiochus Epimanes, which means “mad man”. 
Until Adolf Hitler, no one was more sadistically cruel to the Jews than Antiochus Epiphanes. He decided that he was going to stamp out Jewish culture and Jewish religion and Hellenize the Jews, so he forbade Jews to worship in their Temple and prohibited the practice of the Jewish religion. He crucified thousands of Jews and enslaved thousands more. To show you how evil he was, some Jewish mothers were caught having their male children circumcised at 8 days old, which was the Jewish tradition. So, to punish them, he had these young mothers crucified with their babies hanged from nooses around their mothers’ necks. He set up an altar to the Greek god Zeus in the Jewish temple, and you know how Jewish people felt about swine. He sacrificed a herd of pigs in the Temple. It was a foreshadowing of the holocaust, because he sought to eradicate the Jewish way of life. Eventually Jewish leaders rebelled and cleansed the Temple, and they celebrate that every year at Hanukah.
After Antiochus, the people thought to themselves, “God must not be the only power there is. There must be some other evil power in the world that is capable of such horrendous evil. Have you ever thought that?   

So, about 150 years before Jesus was born, the Sah-THAN’ began to be understood as the person we call Satan or the devil, a being who embodies pure evil. The Adversary began to be understood as God’s arch nemesis and as the origin of evil. This evil is so shocking that there must be some power of evil in the world. 
This is hard for people who live in a post-enlightenment, scientific world. Like I said earlier, George Barna found that only 35% of self-professed Christians believe in a literal Satan, or devil. In the ancient world, it was commonly assumed that spiritual realities were behind everything that happens. I can experience the cancer, but there must be some spiritual reality behind the cancer. That worldview is still held by much of the world’s population. The New Testament writers would say that, somehow, mysteriously, there is an evil power at work in the world, and that power is the cause of misfortune, that this world is not as God intended it to be. When children get cancer, it is somehow the work of the devil. It doesn’t mean that kids are possessed. It means that there is a power of evil at work in the world. This world is not as God intended it. For reasons we cannot fully know, evil is at work in our world.

The New Testament writers believed in another source of evil, however, and it is people, what could be called the evil impulse in human beings. 
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Last week, Tom spoke about a passage in which Jesus lists evil thoughts and behaviors, and Jesus says that these evil things come from the heart of people. God created us as good, and humans are capable of inspiring good, but we’re also capable of evil.

Personally, I think the devil gets too much credit for moral evil. I think a lot of moral evil can be explained by looking at the people who cause it. It’s easy to say, the “devil made me do it” when it was really our own evil desires.
If you are the oldest child, you know the joys of beating up your younger siblings, do you not? Why did we do that? Why do we like to show our dominance like that? But it goes both ways doesn’t it, because if you are the youngest child, you know the joys of getting your older siblings in trouble. Why do we manipulate like that? There is the evil impulse in humans.
So, on to the big question- how do we deal with evil and the suffering it causes? 
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How do we deal with the suffering that evil causes to us and to people we love, and how do we oppose evil in our world? Jesus says that we’re in a battle with evil, so how do we win the battle? There is a classic passage about battling evil in Paul’s letter to the Church in a city called Ephesus. It’s the letter to the Ephesians, chapter 6.
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Paul writes, “10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13 Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand.”
How do we win over evil? We stand with one another.
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To stand together is a military metaphor. The readers would have thought of Roman soldiers who stood shoulder to shoulder in a military battle, but this is extremely important. The real battle against evil is not against people, even people who do horrendous evil. The real battle is against evil itself. In Christian belief, humans are not our enemies, and this has profound consequences for how we behave in the world. If they’re human, they are not our enemies. Evil is our enemy. We love people, and we fight evil. We don’t fight people. People who follow other religions are not our enemies. People with no religion are not our enemies. People in different political parties are not our enemies. Evil is our enemy.

Paul is picturing a Roman army standing shoulder to shoulder in full armor protecting each other as we fight the enemy. Armies in this time shot flaming arrows at the enemy, so Roman soldiers dipped their shields in water to quench the fiery arrows. Roman soldiers overlapped their shields. You held your shield in such a way that it protected the soldier on one side of you. You protected each other.

I saw a pastor do this, and I thought it was meaningful, so I would like to do it here. If you or someone you love has been directly affected by cancer, would you please stand? 
As you look around, even though you don’t know all of the people you see, you have something deeply in common with them. None of us can say, “I know exactly how you feel” or “I completely understand”, because all of us have different experiences to some degree. But you can say, we have fought the same battle as each other, and isn’t there something powerful about that? It’s a lot more powerful than if I would have asked, “Who likes to shop at Easton?” You have fought the same enemy, and there is an experience of unity and solidarity in fighting evil and suffering together. You can be seated. 

I could have asked who has been effected by heart disease, or addiction, or by financial stress, or relationship problems, and it would have been the same. You would not be alone in standing.

A lot of times, when we hurt, we want to isolate ourselves, don’t we? We want to be alone, and we may feel depressed, but when we do open up to other people, we can find the greatest healing, and we begin to win the battle against this evil. Groups like Griefshare and other small groups and Sunday School classes enable us to stand with each other in our fight against evil. And sometimes, we’re afraid to talk about our experience. We feel vulnerable, or sometimes we feel like we’re the only persons who struggle with this. 
I’ve been in a small group when someone opened up and talked about their suffering, and they felt like they had just exposed their soul to all of these people, and there was silence for a few seconds. Then someone said what may be the most healing words in the English language- “Me too”. And the person discovered that he or she was not alone and that we can stand with other people. I’ve experienced that. We help each other to stand and fight against this evil and to win. We stand together.

Jesus doesn’t teach us to pray, “Deliver me from evil”. He prays, “Deliver us from evil”. When Paul writes, “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil's schemes”, the “you” is plural. He is not saying, “You” as an individual, stand against evil. He’s saying, you, as a group, as a church, stand together against evil”. So, we stand together. 
So are you standing with others right now? Are you in a group, are you in relationship with other people in which you can support each other and stand against evil?

While we’re standing together, we pray. 
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Paul writes, “18 And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord's people.” So, we pray for each other.
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Some people view prayer as not very important, like prayer is not action. Prayer is not actually doing something to battle evil, but that is a total misunderstanding of prayer. 
 There is a sitcom on CBS about these two brilliant 20-something scientists. One is an experimental physicist, and the other is a theoretical physicist I suppose when you’re a physicist, you can be working really hard, but it doesn’t really look like it. Working really hard, for a physicist, is staring at equations and thinking about them. So, here is a clip of these two physicists working really hard.
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Prayer is very important in winning the battle against evil, because prayer keeps us connected to God, who is the real source of our strength. It’s God who delivers us from evil. 
Prayer also helps us stand together. Have you ever been in conflict with someone, and you were thinking, “I really don’t like this person”, but then you decided to pray for that person? Have you ever prayed for someone you don’t really like? It changes the way you view that person doesn’t it? Praying for someone helps you to see life from their perspective and helps you have compassion for that person. Praying keeps us connected to God, but it also helps us stand together and fight evil together. So, we pray together.

Maybe you’re thinking, “I can’t really pray”. Maybe you’re too angry at God to pray. Sometimes, we deal with what has happened to us in ways that are actually harmful to us, and instead of making things better, it actually makes our suffering worse. Some of get angry with God and stay angry with God, and we’re angry at life. It’s normal to be angry with God when we suffer, but if we stay there, then we can become bitter. We can grow cynical and even lose faith altogether. If that happens, then evil has won. Don’t let yourself be defeated by evil.

We get angry because we assume that if God were good, then God would spare us from all suffering, then God wouldn’t allow us to experience pain. But that’s not the way God works. Do you know that God does not avoid pain, himself? To God, life isn’t found in avoiding pain and suffering at all costs. It’s like God says, “If you want to live well in this world, you’re going to have to learn a different way of dealing with suffering than running away from it or growing bitter because of it. To God, the way we deal with suffering is to absorb it, to walk right through it.

When Jesus knelt in the Garden of Gethsemane right before he was arrested and crucified, it was no surprise that he was going to be executed. If you understand the historical context that Jesus lived in and you read the Gospels, you think to yourself, “This guy’s gonna be killed. You can’t say the things he’s saying and expect to live.” Jesus was criticizing the religious establishment in a time when the religion and the government were intertwined. That alone would get a person killed, but on top of the, Jesus lives in a land ruled by a barbaric empire that would crucify large numbers of people in the drop of a hat, somewhat like Antiochus Epiphanes. It is no surprise that Jesus was crucified. The surprise is that God allowed it to happen!
God could have stopped it at any time. God the Father could have said, “You know, you barbarians might crucify people all the time, but you’re not going to crucify Jesus, not my boy.” But that’s not what God did. 
Jesus, in obedience to God the Father, faced suffering head on, and he walked straight in the direction of the pain. He didn’t grow bitter. Instead he kept praying, and stayed connected to God, and he showed us how to live in an unjust world in which horribly evil things happen. Jesus gave us an example that the only way to deal with evil and suffering is to face it. We can’t run away from it or ignore, because it comes back to haunt us in many ways. The only way to respond to evil and suffering in this world is to walk right into it. We follow Jesus by walking right toward the evil and taking it on, and we will suffer in the process. Doing the right thing often involves suffering. And this hurts like crazy. That’s why we need to stand together and pray for each other.    
Jesus suffered with the faith that the Easter resurrection was coming. Jesus knew the end of the story, and the end of the story is we win over evil. God wins, and we can win with Him. So we pray for each other, staying connected to God and to each other. 
Now, how do we confront evil in the form of injustice and racism and poverty and violence in the world? Lastly, Paul writes…
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“17 Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”  The sword is an offensive weapon, and the sword is God’s word, God’s directions, God’s guidance. Standing and praying together against evil doesn’t mean that we just stand there and don’t move. Battling evil means that we go on offense against evil. We take the God’s direction, God’s lifestyle into evil wherever we find it.
We do good together.
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And I don’t mean, “we do well”, and I’m just using bad grammar. I mean that we do good works together. Our church’s vision statement includes this.
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Our vision statement is “To build intimate, passionate, growing relationships with God through Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” That transformation of the world part means that we do good, in Columbus and in the world.
Some of you do that all the time here. You do good together in all kinds of ways. I’ve listed just some of the ways you serve here. 
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Some of you have a heart that breaks when you see other people suffer. You see evil in the world and the heartache it causes, and you just want to do something about it. Battling evil can be discouraging can’t it? Sometimes you feel like you’re not making any difference, and you feel like giving up.
Others feel guilty at times because we don’t seem to be very concerned with the evil and suffering in the world. Sometimes we think, “These problems are so big that I can’t really do anything about it”, so we ignore it. We choose to do not much at all. Sometimes we get comfortable, and we’re so far removed from the injustice in the world, that we don’t see it anymore.

There is someone who could be quite far removed from the evil and suffering in the world if he wanted to be. His net worth is probably in the hundreds of millions, but he, probably more than anyone else alive right now, has directed public attention to the injustice of extreme poverty in the world. We all get tired of celebrities and their causes, but I think this guy is legit. In 2006, President Bush invited Bono to speak at the Nation al Prayer Breakfast. It turned out to be a sermon more than a speech. Bono showed up with his sunglasses and earrings, and at the beginning of his speech, Bono joked that he was certainly not a man of the cloth… unless that cloth was leather. He admitted that he has an ego and a savior complex, but then he gave a powerful, and biblical message about fighting against evil in the world. If you feel discouraged, or if you are not as involved in battling evil as you would like to be, watch this clip.
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I left my sunglasses at home today. We can’t all be as cool as Bono. So, Jesus teaches us that we are in a battle against evil, but we can win that battle, as God delivers us, as God’s empowers us to win that battle. How do we deal with the suffering that evil causes in our own lives? We stand together, supporting each other, and we pray for each other. And how do we battle evil in our world? We do good works together. Notice, the battle is won together, not alone.
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